
Pinegrove Post 
“Reaching Out to Others With God’s Love”

Winter 2017 Edition

Pinegrove United Church
100 Highway 130

Rosslyn, ON  P7K 0B6
Phone/Fax (807) 939-1364

 pinegrove@tbaytel.net
www.pinegroveuc.org

Find Us on Facebook

Pinegrove United Church

New Address?
If you have a new address,

please let the church
secretary know.  Call, email

or drop off a change of
address card. 

Email Listing
If you would like to be added to
the Pinegrove email listing,
please send your request to Joan
Bailey, Communications – 
bailey@tbaytel.net

A STORY WORTH SHARING

A Message from our Pastor Hubert Den Draak

I’m not telling you anything new when I say that Christmas is
about God’s gifts to us; or that Christ’s birth is about new
beginnings and hope for the future. That’s about as obvious

as the nose on my face and flowers in spring. Of course we know that; it’s
just… that we don’t always feel it. 

So sometimes it’s good when something happens to remind us of God’s
many gifts to us that give us hope for the future.  Like the $25,000 donation
that we recently received from the Oliver-Paipoonge Municipal Township.
Because that wasn’t just a gift (jaw-droppingly amazing as it was in itself),
there’s also a story behind it.  A story of how God provides, and of how death
is not the end. In a way, the story of our faith.

When the congregation of Central United Church, Kakabeka Falls, had to
decide to close its doors after having been an exceptional part of the village
of Kakabeka for so many years, they donated the church building to the
Oliver-Paipoonge township – provided that it be used for the benefit of the
community.

The township accepted and got to work with a few ideas. But making them
work turned out to be difficult in a place that had never been upgraded to
present-day building codes and accessibility requirements. When it became
clear that the building was a financial liability to the township, they informed
the former chair of the Central United Church board, Grant Arnold, that they
had no other choice but to sell the building. 

Now the story could easily have ended there – except it didn’t. Because the
township also let Grant know that it had decided to allocate a percentage of
the sale’s proceeds to the nearest local United Church, Pinegrove in Rosslyn.
And that’s how I received a totally unexpected phone call from the township
to let us know about this sizable donation; in their words, “to help Pinegrove
continue the good work you do for the community”. Once I had climbed back
onto the chair that I had just fallen out of, I had to let it sink in for a few
moments. A few things came to mind. 

One: don’t fret. Only a week or so before, the Board had discussed the
growing deficit in our annual budget. We didn’t see any easy solutions, and
that worried us. This donation won’t fix our financial situation, but it certainly
removes many anxieties while giving us room to breathe and time to plan. 

Two: God provides. This gift tells us we must be doing something right and
that God wants us to keep doing it. With a declining income we could easily
have decided to circle the wagons and fight to keep what we still had, but we
didn’t. Instead of digging in, we took a risk and expanded our Outreach
Program. We developed new initiatives (think Café del Soul), trusting that
God would provide somehow. And of course God did. (continued on page 2)
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Upcoming
Sunday
Services

Services are at 10:30 am unless
otherwise noted.

December 10
White Gift Sunday and

Children’s Play followed by
a potluck lunch

December 14  (8:00 p.m.)
Blue Christmas service

December 17
Regular Service

December 24
Please note that there is
no 10:30 a.m. service on

December 24

4:00 p.m. 
“Birthday Party for Jesus”
(for details, please check

Facebook or call first)

10 p.m.
Candlelight Christmas Eve
Service with the Sacrament

of Holy Communion

December 31, 2017
Wassailing sing-along

service. Bring your
Christmas leftovers for a

pot-luck brunch! 

For info about upcoming events,
please check out Pinegrove’s

website:
www.PinegroveUC.org

Merry
Christmas!

(Marion Wilson, Claire Belluz, Pastor Hubert, Mayor Lucy Kloosterhuis)

A STORY WORTH SHARING   (continued from page 1)

And Three: death is not the end. When Central UC had to close, it sure felt like
the end. The congregation had been disbanded and the church sold. For many,
it felt like death had won and God had lost; it was hard to see it any other way.
But God sees a much, much bigger picture. Who would have thought that many
of Central’s members would join Pinegrove, bringing their wisdom and
laughter? And who would have thought that this old church of theirs that wasn’t
of much use to the township would turn out to be of value after all? And who
would have thought that half of its value would flow to Pinegrove? 

This is a story of new birth, unexpected gifts, hope for the future, and having
the courage to trust God. It’s a story worth sharing this Christmas. I hope you
will share it with your friends and loved ones just as I’m sharing it with you now. 
And may you, too, experience new birth, unexpected gifts and great hope in
your own lives, just as we as a faith community have been experiencing it
since… well, ever since we started.

With Christmas blessings,
Pastor Hubert

A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS FROM YOUR CHURCH BOARD
(Claire Belluz, Brenda Cheetam, Donna McNally, Marion Wilson, Jack McNally, John Venasky, Lionel
Schutte, Joan Bailey, Deb Paris, Sandy Vibert)

We are just coming off of our busy fall season here at Pinegrove with the Fall Supper
and Country Christmas Tea behind us.  We are so fortunate to have many dedicated
and faithful members of our congregation who give so generously of their time and
talents all year long.  We should be proud of ourselves for the way we can come
together to welcome our community to our fundraising efforts, the way we reach out
to those less fortunate, and the fellowship we feel towards each other as we go about
the work of our Church.

Remember your Church as the year end approaches for your tax receipts;  the Milk
Fund , United Church Gifts of Vision, The Rural Cupboard Food Bank, Faye Peterson,
Shelter House and all the other ways you can give this Christmas season.

Many blessings
Claire Belluz, Chair



Café volunteers dish up rotini and garlic bread
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White Gift at Pinegrove

On December 10, White Gift
Sunday, the Pinegrove United
Church Children will share the
Christmas story in “The Gifts
they Gave”. This will be
followed by a pot-luck lunch
immediately after the service.

What is FIGGY PUDDING?
(From “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas”)

At first, the singers in “We Wish
You a Merry Christmas” are all
about selfless good cheer. They
wish us a merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year, and then they 
demand some figgy pudding and
won’t go until they get some!  So
for fun, in the recipe section of this
newsletter, we’ve included a
recipe for figgy pudding and hard
sauce.  Enjoy!

(An update from Coordinator Wendy O’Connor)

Café del Soul
Invites You in from the Cold

As the season continues, numbers of
guests at Café del Soul are on the rise

again! Last season the busiest
luncheons were during the
coldest months. Currently, the
luncheons attract 40 to 50
guests, mostly seniors, who
enjoy a warm home-cooked
meal, local art and music, and
great conversations with new
and old friends!

So far this season Café del
Soul has been blessed with art
installations by our own Jill
Schutte, and by Nolalu artist
Angela Woodhouse-Wild
(whose art is on display until

December 21). Local musicians have included Ted Kopachynski, the Ken
Jacobsen Band, and Peter Fergus-Moore.

Speaking of musicians, mark your calendars for Café del Soul on January 18,
when we will be treated to music by the local gospel/bluegrass band The King's
Highway.

Café del Soul is meeting its objective of providing a rich social experience in the
context of a hearty meal to members of the community including those who may
be lacking such opportunities due to limited mobility or other factors. Thank you
to everyone who volunteers with the Café, or who gives a ride to a friend or
neighbour! 

December Café dates are December 7 and December 21. Come on out!
________________________________________________________________________

A Note from Finance
We are now 11 months into our fiscal year. Our last 2 major fundraisers, the

Fall Supper and The Christmas Tea, were both very successful projects, and
that has helped boost the bank balance., as well as the donation we received
from the municipality of Oliver–Paipoonge.  Thanks to those people who
decided to go on PAR after our promotion in the last newsletter. It certainly
helps in the lean months to know how much we can count on.  

A further $76.75 has been added to the "Give Up A Cup" fundraiser, bringing
the balance closer to the $ 300 mark.  

We are still getting offering envelopes with no name or number on, and we
have no choice but to credit to loose offering.  For your convenience, a
Christmas offering envelope is including in this mailing.  



Successful Fundraisers  -  As you all know, our annual Fall Supper was
another tremendous success, thanks to all the people who worked or supported
it.  A special thanks to Joan Bailey for
ticket sales, a sell–out of course, as
this is a very demanding job and it was
very well done. Our profit again, our
best ever, was $6,304.69.

Our Country Christmas Tea was held
on Saturday, November 18.  We had a
great turnout (about 105).  We received
many compliments on our delicious sandwiches and baking.  Profits from all
areas of this year’s tea were approximately $2,500.  Sincere thanks are
extended to all those who came out to support this venture. 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH PROJECTS  TO CHOOSE FROM

GIFTS - Ever thought of giving a gift of a donation in someone’s name to a
needy cause? You get the receipt for tax purposes and the receiver of the gift
gets the joy of know someone in need has been helped in their name. Two
opportunities are:

MILKFUND GIFT CARDS - The money goes to help fund the milk fund in
schools in Thunder Bay, to supply nutritious milk for needy children who
otherwise would go without.

 VISION GIFT CATALOGUE - These catalogues are on the table in the
narthex and offer various “gifts” in aid of those who need. Take one and
Browse through 

THE MITTEN TREE - Gifts of mittens, hats, socks are needed to load up our
mitten tree. These are given to children who are in very need of them in local
schools, a very worthwhile project.

WHITE GIFT SUNDAY – December 10th -  Congregation members are invited
to bring donations of food items for the food bank and they are presented during
the service.  Instead of wrapping each item in white paper, please use white
grocery bags, as they need the bags at the food bank and will not have to
unwrap each item.  Donations of money can also be made; please make the
cheques out to the “Rural Cupboard Food Bank”.

BLUE CHRISTMAS - December 14th at 8 p.m. - This can be a very meaningful
service for those who have lost a loved one, who are not looking forward to a 
dismal  Christmas, or who seek the quiet time to reflect on the season. Bulbs
are on sale at $5 each for the tree that is to be lit at the end of the service.  Blue
bulbs are in memory of someone and White bulbs are to send a greeting.
Proceeds will go to St Joseph’s Hospice; further info is on the table in the
narthex.

SHELTERHOUSE - Gifts can be donated (a box will be available) for gift bags
to be given to the clients at Shelter house. Suggestions: socks, mitts,
underwear, T-shirts, hats, and personal care items.

FAYE PETERSON TRANSITION HOUSE - A Box will be available for any
donations of personal care items, socks, mitts, hats, colouring books, crayons,
etc. to be given for Christmas gift bags.
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Figgy Pudding 
16 ounces dried figs
1.75 c. milk
1.5 c. all-purpose flour
1 c. sugar
2.5 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. ground nutmeg
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1 tsp. salt
3 eggs
.5 c. melted butter
1.5 c. breadcrumbs
1 TBSP. grated orange peel

Directions:  Preheat oven to 350EF. 
In a a medium saucepan, heat milk
and chopped figs over medium-low
heat but do NOT bring to a boil.
Cook for 10-15 minutes stirring
occasionally. The milk will soften
the figs.  In a medium bowl mix
flour, sugar, baking powder,
nutmeg, cinnamon, and salt.  In a
large bowl, beat eggs one minute
on high. Reduce speed to low and
add butter, bread crumbs, orange
peel, and warm fig mixture.  Slowly
incorporate flour mixture. Beat
until just blended.  Pour the mix
into the greased bundt pan. Level
top as much as possible. Cover the
mold with a piece of aluminum foil
greased on one side, greased side
down.  Place the mold in a roasting
pan and place on oven rack. fIll
with hot tap water 2 inches up the
side of the mold. Bake for 2 hours
or until the pudding is firm and it is
pulling away from the side of the
bundt pan. Remove the pudding
from the water bath. Remove the
foil and cool on a wire rack for 10
minutes before unmolding. Invert
bundt pan onto a serving plate and
remove mold. It should come away
easily.  Serve with a hard sauce.

HARD SAUCE
1/4 pound butter
1 c. sugar
1 pinch salt
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1-ounce brandy or rum

Beat all ingredients together until
very well combined. Serve with
pudding.


